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Once lived an esrth wmy grandparenstsy in other worde, ry father?s father and Hother
»d my Mother's father aund Mothery &nd for the sske of their decendents who may now or
-.ereaf‘ter’ desire Lo know something conocarning them, I now undertske to recsord what 1 my-
self do knows And it is chiefly to my feather and Yother snd their 1lifetimwe that 1 am
indebted for whet information 1 can imparte (And here I will let the nemes of my Hotheris
father and Yother lie still until I am done s-eakine of my father's father and tother).
The name of my father's fpther wans John Irvin, being & decen'ent of the sams !’19:5 ;a,a
my fether himself, The name of myv father's mother wng Mellie Irvin, uron being married;
bt 1 do not know whet it was vrevidus to marrisree. They ware bovth born, raised married
iv Yrelsnd., Yet I anm 1¢nwrun* af the duv snd vesr of their birth gnd merriares ¢ ¢
ing married, the i themselves in the midst of %inves hard and difficult in ired .
Weantime, news ronched their sars of hew engry 1t wee to live in amerioag which it indueed
them both to bs bound for the harvy lande At lensth they took shirring and set esil for
Americe with the wiew of mskine out belier %o live and to maintain their religious irin-
cirles without any molestetions en sceount of them, both being rosl and steadfast §rasbye
terians, And while of bosrd a-shiz end nezrly ebout the middle Atlandic their fir%t s*lx*
vig borne. The same they named Abrabam, Thelr vovare was "itk out gtorm *
danger thems but & whale or twe in room of storm & tempest 1
to ext ur Crandfather ! grandmothers ¢ sometimes it seomed t&‘xt the uhw would be Lurne
over in fackt, but rresently Columbia's biue ¢liffs arose to ¥wigw, and soon they lsudes
gsaf'elv on the Amasrican shores, end settled themselves in lensylvaniae And in -ensylv
thay lived "til their last child was borm: the full mumber of thelr children being eirbty
namely Abrahar, who was born on board a-shir, as afore mentioned; illiem, flobin, Jdoin,
Llizabeth, hﬁry, Herney & Yargsrobs
ibout thieg Lire it wms daily talked of im lensyivanie, that in Vae there wasg nuoh
uninhabited and oasuried lend, And ag lsnd bor- a high price in this neighborhood aroung
where prandfether lived, it ceoured te hig mind theat it wonld he to his profit end advane
tazer to turn this lacd whereon he lived into money, and go to Vae where he could rev lend
for nothing end soon was scnfirmed in this determinstion to do =o; yet not to ramove hig

Perily thither tntil “e fircd winidin? Ya, in ordfor 4e pnbe vreroarsbiong Por Yirgel T o

igaordinely he set mh far Tirsinie and gowe &t the nlape yherann 0,7, "Iari now 1iv=a and
e the owner of, end selected it es u vlace of residence for himself and f.’r:x‘:zif\y; end did
also ta%e up all the lend which lay within four er five miles around gsamee. nd let ne abe~
sarve that Orendfather found hers at the swme time an individual old, white man only, snd
ho dnek roatr g Alg with ne other ane livine in many miles of the rlace. The old msx wus
,,.1..,a Par grandfoilar o Lo cagsagsion here in cromise from mrandfather thet he shouid ree
main here whot 14441 Eime Ve vz Lo 1lve ond ho sttended toe

rPiar rrandfeibar hod made such rrevaratinng end sarrsnmenenis af gecnsd Lo JAm necaeg
gary Por remawsl, he returned to Temngylvaniae for his family., How Jacob went down inte
Teryolb, with thres scors end ten soulsy but grandfather eame Co this nlaoce with vsn whits
soule and two negro souls, who went by the nawwe of Jam and Yollies 8 renching bere,
aftereard old HC in 1736 (This dave is blurred in the original manussrivi, but each rofer-
evce to the dute ssems to be 1738, This about corrssponds to the sccepted date of their
arrival.) Fe found the old vhite mun as before slluded to etill alive, but soon died, un
lies by the side of = lsrre rock at this urper end of a field next to Little Falling river,

4nd now it was that grandfather and his force sat themselves to till the ground and
lay up for hie new plantetion, snd it is ecertainly a fact, though 1T may strike the ears
of some with inoredulity that thig place whereom 71.0,.Clark nowv lives, is the first plante-
tion thet wes ever gottled and cultiveted within 26 cr U miiss of swiee

Grandfather had rnot baen gettled here long till the newsomers bopan To rour im upor
him, who bought land of him -4 he had teken un, at o low ocrices se thabt he had ne
fmauf*b and while he rms eneared in assoulsr affairs, he did mov fo ligion, snd that
theare weg no meetine house nor srengher o be found within a lone - g he oo
golvad bo have s meeltins house and sovocne to nresch v idg and got some men Lo
wio were nprofessors of religlous, snd hed s larre log meeting houso bDollt and 1“:“ s”'uww
fatherie *r.,qr*" of’ "‘Kj‘?‘fﬁ@l‘?ﬁ, ; @f‘ iend just over ligt (reek fronting o
s 7 ovenrs Trom the fimo he gume hore,
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¥ow before he left Pennyslvania, Mr. Tennant, a young preacher told him that when on
reaching the place he intended to ‘wettle, 1f he found himgelf scarce of preachers, he would
come into Virginia, board at his house and preach a year on his letting him know, and as
goon as Hat Creek was built he wrote Nr. fennsnt that he might oome on. Aocordingly ¥r.
Tennant came in agreemsnt to his word, and he boarded at his house ane year end preached
et Hat Creek once a month throughout the year, begides presching about and about elsewhere,
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