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THE FORT

This fort was built by John Irvin,close to his pioneer home on the
banks of Little Falling river,when there were very lew white settlers
in the area. It was built of heavy,hardwood logs on & rock wall, verying
in height from six to ten feet, The building contained a first floor
room similiar to that in any log cabin of the times,znc a basement
which served as & place of safety during Incian raics, In the center
of the upper room floor was & conce:led trap goor or entrance to the
cellar which could be fastened from the inside. This rock enclosed
room was so constructed as to enable its occupsants to live under siege
for some time. There were no windows ,msking for safer defense. In
one corner of the room was a spring,the overflow from which was
carried off by a wooden trough running around the wall and euptying

to the outside under the one heavily reinforced door that ovened out,
but which could be barred from the inside. Certain basic foods were
kept stored in this room in preparation ror an attack, There was no
stockade around the building.

This fort stood for many years,until the early nineteen huncreds,
being used in its latter years as a spring house for the family then
living in "Irvindale",the old Irvin-Clark homestead. We have spent
many hours as children playing in its cool recesses.






